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NOTES AND COMMENTS. 



THE RELATIONS BETWEEN ORGANIZED SELF HELP AND STATE 
AID IN IRELAND. 

The Committee of the Irish Agricultural Organization Society has just 
issued to its members the report of its work and progress during the year 
ending March 81, 1898. A map is published showing the distribution of the 
societies formed under its auspices: aud, attached thereto, is a scale giving 
the number of societies 'and their aggregate shareholding membership for 
the years 1889 to 1898. Only the heads of families take shares in the socie- 
ties; so the number of persons benefited is at least five times as great as 
the number of shareholders. The figures are: 

Year. No. of Societies. Membership. 

1889 1 so * 

1890 1 50 

1891 17 850 

1892 - 25 1,050 

1893 30 1,350 

1894 33 1,650 

1895 67 3,800 

1896 „.. 110 10,120 

1897 148 14,290 

1898 243 27,322 

In the year's returns the societies are classified, as to objects, as follows : 

Dairy and Agricultural societies 136 (13 of which have auxiliary 

separating stations). 

Agricultural societies 77 

Banks 15 

Home industries and poultry 13 

Federations - 2 

243 

Upwards of forty more societies have been organized 'since the period to 
which the report relates. 

The significance of the above figures can hardly be exaggerated. They 
tell the story of a movement advancing at a rapidly increasing rate of 
progress. It has been extended to each of the thirty-two counties of Ireland, 
has been applied to every branch of the farming industry, and to those home 
industries which are needed to supplement the revenues of agriculture and 
stock raising. Alike in agricultural production and distribution, it has 
succeeded in adding to the volume of business, and in saving for the producer 
some of the profits hitherto abstracted by the middleman from the dis- 
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organized farmers. It has enabled poor cultivators to escape from the 
clutches of the usurer by obtaining for the individual the benefit of the 
creditor the association. All these results have been produced on a scale 
which hardly justifies us in asserting that we have passed beyond the ex- 
perimental stage. But the experiments have been tried under the most 
varying conditions, and their uniform success indicates that they are the 
foundation of an economic revolution in Ireland of the most far reaching 
character. 

Those who have taken up the movement— who have put Into practice 
the principles of co-operation which the original society preaches— have 
learned to look upon the business of their lives from a new standpoint. 
They analyse the conditions with which they have to deal, and see that the 
Irish farmer, confronted with a world-wide competition, has only one 
advantage left to him over his competitors, viz., nearness to market. Of 
this advantage he has been deprived by his failure to organize his produc- 
tion and distribution as his continental neighbors have done. He sees, none 
too soon, that his failure to understand and adopt co-operation has resulted 
in his remaining as much behind the age as an individual as he is out of 
date collectively. He has made but little advance in his knowledge or in 
his methods. Science has not come on to his farm, and he is only now raising 
himself by the efforts to which the Organization Society is rousing him out 
of a veritable Slough of Despond. Already the eagerness for information, 
the readiness to apply it to practical ends, and the social machinery through 
which it can be so applied, are manifesting themselves as the first fruits of 
the organization movement, and point to better things. 

So far we may congratulate ourselves that we are entering with spirit 
into the competition of the age. We are determined to rely mainly upon 
the resources of self help. But, in order to compete on even terms with 
foreign producers, we need to have our voluntary efforts supplemented with 
a reasonable measure of State aid. The report of the Recess Committee, 
which attracted more interest in America than among our own legislators, 
which even found an honored place in the Annual Report of the United 
States Minister of Agriculture, defined the narrow limits of the required 
assistance. Those responsible for the Irish Government would have ac- 
ceded to this request from Irishmen of all parti es, and they even introduced in 
the spring of 1897 a measure to give effect to these recommendations. But it 
was not seriously promoted in Parliament, and now our highest hopes are 
that our urgent needs for that technical education and information which 
the Government alone can supply will be favorably considered by the Par- 
liament of 1899. If we are again disappointed, I feel confident that, before 
the century is out, the Irish " Grange" will be powerful enough politically 
to compel legislative and administrative attention to the needs of the Irish 
agriculturalist. 

Such briefly is the position of organized self help and Government assis- 
tance in the Emerald Isle. 

Horace Plunkett. 



CABLE CUTTING IN WAR. 

When the Atlantic cable was first successfully laid and operated, an ex- 
change of congratulations between the Queen of England and the Presi- 
dent of the United States was telegraphed under the seas, and President 



